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 OCBC BANK LAUNCHES FIRST PRIVATE SECTOR-LED FUND 
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION PROJECTS  

 
The #OCBCCares Fund for the Environment will fully fund ground-up projects 

that deliver meaningful and long-term benefits for society 
 

 
Singapore, 10 July 2017 – Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation Limited 
(OCBC Bank) today announced the launch of a Fund to financially support 
projects that enhance Singapore’s environmental landscape, an area where 
private sector sponsorship remains relatively thin on the ground.   
 
To ensure that funds committed yield results, the #OCBCCares Fund for the 
Environment will be the first initiative of its kind to financially support, in full, all 
projects that it backs. Training will also be offered in key related skills to 
support the submission of credible proposals.  The Fund looks to focus each 
year on no more than a handful of projects – prizing quality over quantity – 
and will pay out a total of $100,000 annually towards projects that can 
sustainably impact the environment and ultimately the community.  
 
Applications for funding will be carefully assessed to ensure that the projects 

can achieve outcomes that include: 

 

 The adoption of environmentally responsible behaviour or habits 

among residents in Singapore  

 Successful efforts to conserve, recycle or minimise waste of 

environmental resources including water, energy, natural habitats and 

food  

 Biodiversity conservation initiatives, including habitat enhancement, 

habitat restoration and species recovery 

 Resolution of pressing local environmental sustainability issues  

 A stronger call, from ground-up, for the community to make lifestyle 

changes and adopt more environmentally responsible habits.    

 

Equipping applicants to submit robust proposals 

 

To help applicants prepare robust proposals and structure projects, OCBC 

Bank staff volunteers will provide training in four key areas: project 

management; financial planning; budgeting know-how and presentation skills. 
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This will equip applicants with key skills that can help bring their proposals to 

fruition.   

 
Rationale for the #OCBCCares for the Community Fund 
 
Explaining the rationale for launching this Fund, OCBC Bank Group CEO,  
Mr Samuel Tsien said: “We want to fund projects that can be realised with 
meaningful and sustainable impacts on our environment. In the course of our 
own environment conservation efforts, we at OCBC have learned that there 
are many individuals and interest groups who are very passionate about 
environmental sustainability. They have good ideas of how sustainability can 
be achieved in Singapore, but lack the funds for implementation.” 
 
“We want to play a role in helping them achieve their goals by providing 
funding to meet their needs. Through this Fund, we hope that we can help 
bring environmental sustainability ideas from conception to fulfilment.” 
 
Mr Tsien added, “We also want to encourage community involvement. We 
need the collective drive of as many members of the public as possible to 
promote passion and engagement amongst each other to do what is right for 
the community, for our environment and, most importantly, for our future.” 
 
Evaluation by an independent committee 
 
To ensure independent and knowledgeable evaluation of proposals, a 
committee comprising representatives from OCBC Bank; the National 
Environment Agency (NEA); the National Parks Board (NParks); and the PUB, 
Singapore’s National Water Agency has been formed.  The committee is 
chaired by Mr N Sivasothi, Senior Lecturer at the National University of 
Singapore’s Department of Biological Sciences and Director of Studies, Ridge 

View Residential College 

 
 
 
Chairman 

 
National University of Singapore,  
Mr N Sivasothi, Senior Lecturer, Department of Biological Sciences;  
Director of Studies, Ridge View Residential College 
 

 
Members 

 
National Environment Agency 
Ms Sueanne Mocktar, Director, 3P Network Division 
 
National Parks Board 
Dr Lena Chan, Group Director, National Biodiversity Centre 
 
OCBC Bank 
Ms Koh Ching Ching, Head, Group Corporate Communications 
 
PUB, Singapore’s National Water Agency  
Mr Tan Nguan Sen, Chief Sustainability Officer, Sustainability Office  
Ms Linda de Mello, Deputy Director, 3P Network Department 
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All the committee members are experts in their respective fields and they 
bring added value to the table with their advice to project owners on project 
parameters, pitfalls to avoid, where to implement solutions to address gaps 
and how to avoid duplication of government efforts. 
 
Mr N Sivasothi, chairman of the committee said, “Singapore has progressed in 
its environmental sustainability journey over the years. Today, we are seeing 
a groundswell of interest from the community – a desire to do their part to 
support environmental initiatives.  This interest in large part comes from the 
younger generation. I know of working adults and seniors who also have great 
solutions but are deterred by the lack of funding. 
 
“Environmental conservation is vital for the sustainability of future generations 
and looking after our environment is something we must all be a part of. By 
encouraging the community in Singapore to take ownership of environmental 
conservation efforts, OCBC Bank is creating a movement that can – over time 
– generate long-term benefits for the larger good of society.” 
 
“This Fund can serve as the catalyst to create change and ignite the 
generation of good projects that can deliver impactful environmental 
improvements for Singapore,” he added. 
 
Growing interest in environmental issues among youths 
 
Zheng Zhangxin, an active environmental volunteer and a 2016 recipient of 
the NEA EcoFriend Awards1 expects to see several of her friends submitting 
applications for the #OCBCCares for the Environment Fund.   
 
She explained: “There is an increasing number of young Singaporeans who 
care about environmental issues as seen in the popular sign-ups for 
environmental studies courses offered by the National University of Singapore 
(NUS) and the Yale-NUS College.  This is a great opportunity for youths who 
aspire to become change-makers to help steer Singapore to a sustainable 
future.” 
 
“Environmental issues are mostly interconnected. This Fund is a piece of 
great news to youths who have wide interests across green, blue or brown 
environmental issues Those from various nature and environmental groups 
can also collaborate and hopefully produce innovative ideas that translate into 
meaningful and effective projects.”  
  

Eligibility to apply for funding and closing date 

The Fund is open to individuals and interest groups with implementable 
environmental sustainability initiatives that will deliver benefits for Singapore 
and the community.   
 

                                                 
1
 The National Environment Agency EcoFriends Award recognises individuals for their 

environmental contributions and achievements 
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Application forms can be downloaded from the OCBC Bank website 
(http://www.ocbc.com/group/who-we-are/sustainability-environment.html). 

The closing date for submission of entries is 30 November 2017.  The 
workshops on project management, financial planning, budgeting know-how 
and presentation skills – to be conducted by OCBC staff volunteers – will be 
held on 24 August 2017, from 4 to 7 pm at OCBC Bank, 65 Chulia Street,  50th 
floor, OCBC Centre (west lobby), Singapore 049513.  Prospective applicants 
can register interest at environment@ocbc.com  

 
This Fund is not available to individuals and groups with existing 
commercial interests; or for government-initiated projects.   
 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA ASSETS 
 
Official hashtags: #OCBCCares #ocbcbank #OCBCCares Fund for the 
Environment. 
 
Keywords: 
OCBC, #OCBCCares, OCBC CSR,  
 

 Suggested tweet:  

 Suggested Facebook post:  
 
OCBC Bank launches a Fund that will offer full financial support for ground-up 
environmental conservation projects that deliver meaningful and long-term 
benefits for society. Click here to view the video link or download it at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjPSoreIS7M&feature=youtu.be  
 
For all other updates on OCBC, follow @OCBCBank on Twitter and “like” 
facebook.com/ocbcbank on Facebook. 
 
 

 

About OCBC Bank 
 
 
OCBC Bank is the longest established Singapore bank, formed in 1932 from 
the merger of three local banks, the oldest of which was founded in 1912. It is 
now the second largest financial services group in Southeast Asia by assets 
and one of the world’s most highly-rated banks, with an Aa1 rating from 
Moody’s. Recognised for its financial strength and stability, OCBC Bank is 
consistently ranked among the World’s Top 50 Safest Banks by Global 
Finance and has been named Best Managed Bank in Singapore and the Asia 
Pacific by The Asian Banker. 
 

http://www.ocbc.com/group/who-we-are/sustainability-environment.html
mailto:environment@ocbc.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjPSoreIS7M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjPSoreIS7M&feature=youtu.be
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OCBC Bank and its subsidiaries offer a broad array of commercial banking, 
specialist financial and wealth management services, ranging from consumer, 
corporate, investment, private and transaction banking to treasury, insurance, 
asset management and stockbroking services. 
 
OCBC Bank’s key markets are Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and Greater 
China. It has more than 610 branches and representative offices in 18 
countries and regions. These include the 340 branches and offices in 
Indonesia under subsidiary Bank OCBC NISP, and over 100 branches and 
offices in Hong Kong, China and Macau under OCBC Wing Hang. 
 
OCBC Bank’s private banking services are provided by its wholly-owned 
subsidiary Bank of Singapore, which operates on a unique open-architecture 
product platform to source for the best-in-class products to meet its clients’ 
goals.   
 
OCBC Bank's insurance subsidiary, Great Eastern Holdings, is the oldest and 
most established life insurance group in Singapore and Malaysia. Its asset 
management subsidiary, Lion Global Investors, is one of the largest private 
sector asset management companies in Southeast Asia.  
 
For more information, please visit www.ocbc.com. 
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